
November 12-19, 2021 The Mid-South Tribune Page 2 Sports

Military News and More...

Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and the 26th Black  

History 2021 Special 
Edition 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South  
Tribune’s 2021 Juneteenth 

Edition on Black Infor-
mation Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     -The Mid-South Tribune-Email sports news and military news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

NFL announces nominees for Salute to Service Award  
Presented By USAA; TN Titans John Williams honored  
from sports page 1 

SOUTH CHINA SEA (Nov. 2, 2021) - Aviation Ordnanceman 2nd Class Davis Robert, a 
native of Memphis, Tennessee, assigned to the “Golden Dragons” of Strike Fighter Squad-
ron (VFA) 192, conducts maintenance on an M61A2 gun system in the hangar bay of Nim-
itz-class aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group is 
on a scheduled deployment in U.S. 7th Fleet to enhance interoperability through alliances 
and partnerships while serving as a ready-response force in support of a free and open 
Indo-Pacific. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Isaiah Wil-
liams)

together to honor, empower, and 
connect with members of the 
military as part of the NFL's Sa-
lute to Service initiative. The 
league's military appreciation ef-
forts culminate in November 
with NFL Salute to Service 
games and other special events 
honoring and thanking veterans, 
active-duty service members and 
their families. 
 
Below is a partial  list of the 
2021 Salute to Service Award 
presented by USAA nominees. 
For full list, please visit 
NFL.com. 
 
TENNESSEE TITANS  
JOHN WILLIAMS (Stadium 
Operations Manager – Club 
Staff) 
 John L. Williams Jr. is currently 
the Stadium Operations Manager 
for the Tennessee Titans. John 
honorably served in the U.S. 
Army for 21 years (1997-2018) 
and retired at the rank of Master 
Sergeant. While transitioning out 
of the Military, he was selected 
to participate in the first ever 
FedEx, Tennessee Titans and 
USO Pathfinder program fellow-
ship. The fellowship lasted 12 
weeks and after completion, 
John was hired as a full-time em-
ployee with the Tennessee Titans 
as a Stadium Events Operations 
Assistant. Six months later he 
was promoted to Stadium Oper-

ations Manager. He has been 
with the Club for 4 seasons. 
John's list of deployments in-
cludes Bosnia, Iraq (3 tours) and 

Afghanistan (2 tours). His last 
duty station was in the 101st Air-
borne Division Air Assault Unit 
at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He 
has been stationed for duty at six 
different U.S. Military installa-
tions throughout the world dur-
ing his distinguished career of 
service to his country (Korea, 
Germany, Washington, Georgia, 
Kentucky, New Jersey) John is a 
decorated military veteran whose 
badges, decorations and medals 
include: Bronze Star; Army 
Commendation Medal (6 
awards); Army Achievement 
Medal (6 awards); Presidential 
Unit Citation; Army Good Con-
duct Medal (7 awards); National 
Defense Service Medal; Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal; 
Global War on Terrorism Expe-
ditionary Medal; Iraqi Campaign 
Medal (3 Stars); Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal (2 Stars); 
Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal; NATO Medal; Combat 
Action Badge; Aircraft Crewman 
Senior Badge; Drivers and Me-
chanic Badge; Professional De-
velopment Ribbon (3 awards); 
Army Service Ribbon; Overseas 
Service Ribbon. He has served as 
an Armor Crewman (19K) and a 
Flight Operations Specialist 
(15P) throughout his career and 
holds a bachelor's degree in 
Sports Management from Amer-
ican Military University. 
 

 ATLANTA FALCONS  
ARTHUR BLANK (Owner) 
 Honor. Empower. Connect – the 
core values of NFL's Salute to 
Service initiative also applies to 
nationally recognized business 
legend, philanthropist and At-
lanta Falcons owner, Arthur M. 
Blank, who is committed to serv-
ing America's heroes. Arthur 
started his family foundation in 
1995. After 25+ years and more 
than $800 million in giving as of 
July 2021, The Arthur M. Blank 
Family Foundation has com-
mitted to significantly accelerat-
ing the impact of its philanthropy 
over the next 10+ years. Since 
2008, the foundation has com-
mitted more than $28 million in 
grants to nonprofits supporting 
the military and veterans. The 
foundation also guides seven as-
sociate-led giving committees 
operating across the Blank 
Family of Businesses, one of 
which has a focus on supporting 
veterans and their families. The 
Overwatch Fund is a group of as-
sociates from across the Blank 
Family of Businesses who are 
U.S. military veterans or have 
strong personal connections to 
military service including family 
of service members. To date, the 
committee has committed more 
than $2 million in grants. Since 
purchasing West Creek Ranch in 
2017, Arthur has transformed the 
property in Paradise Valley, 
Montana, into a no-cost, five-star 
venue for nonprofit partners, to 
focus on relationships and pur-
sue innovative solutions. In this 
2021 season, nonprofit partners 
like the Boulder Crest Founda-
tion: Warrior PATHH (Progres-
sive Alternative Training for 
Healing Heroes), Mission 85 and 
TAPS (Tragedy Assistance Pro-
gram for Survivors), have come 
together at West Creek. Arthur 
also believes in the power of 
partnership and connection to 
grow and scale ideas. In Feb-
ruary 2021, Arthur joined his 
Home Depot co-founder, Bernie 
Marcus, and actor and humani-
tarian Gary Sinise to launch the 
Gary Sinise Foundation Avalon 
Network. This cognitive health 
and mental wellness network 
provides transformative care to 
veterans and first responders ex-
periencing post-traumatic stress, 
traumatic brain injuries and sub-
stance abuse. Between its 20 
centers nationwide, The Gary Si-
nise Foundation Avalon Network 
will treat nearly 10,000 veterans 
a year. Perhaps Arthur's most in-
fluential and visible businesses – 
the Atlanta Falcons – brings im-
measurable national attention to 
our military. Since 2012, the Fal-
cons have initiated more than 
150 engagements to help our 
troops, veterans, and their fam-
ilies. In recognition of these 
types of commitments to mili-
tary, Arthur was named to a two-

year term as Honorary Com-
mander of the Georgia National 
Guard from 2017-2019. In 2019, 
Arthur joined Falcons players, 
coaches, and staff on a two-day 
trip to the United States Military 
Academy at West Point where he 
led engagements on leadership 
and service with cadets, academy 
leaders and the Army football 
team. Veterans serve as key 
leaders in the Blank Family of 
Businesses. Arthur believes that 
hiring veterans not only creates a 
culture of appreciation, but it also 
enables action to support military 
that matters. 
 
DALLAS COWBOYS  
CHARLOTTE JONES (Ex-
ecutive Vice President & Chief 
Brand Officer) 
 For the past 32 years, the Jones 
family has owned and operated 
the Dallas Cowboys with a man-
agement style that places as 
much emphasis on community 
leadership as it does on winning 
championships. Under the guid-
ance of Charlotte Jones, EVP & 
Chief Brand Officer, the club 
takes pride in honoring our na-
tion's military and veterans dur-
ing Salute to Service (STS) 
campaigns throughout the year. 
The team annually schedules a 
week of STS activities leading up 
to the STS game, coordinates 
military days at training camp, 
engages the military community 
during NFL Draft and works with 
USO on several tours and events 
across the year. In 2019, Jones 
worked with the City of Arling-
ton to bring the National Medal 
of Honor Museum (MOHM) to 
Texas with an opening slated for 
2024. Jones now serves as Chair-
man for MOHM and is guiding 
the museum's installation near 
AT&T Stadium. The Medal of 
Honor is the nation's highest and 
most prestigious military honor 
and has been awarded to more 
than 3,500 service members 
since it was first presented in 
1863. The MOHM will illustrate 
the historical thread of sacrifice, 
patriotism and courage that runs 
through all service members, past 
and present and will include an 
education center aimed at charac-
ter and leadership development 
in youth. Pre-pandemic, Jones 
was challenged with raising more 
than $180 million for the con-
struction project. Despite finan-
cial hardships experienced by 
many during lockdown, Jones 
rallied Texas donors to fund $110 
million of the total goal well be-
fore the capitol campaign was 
promoted nationally – starting 
with the Jones Family's own $20 
million pledge towards construc-
tion. Jones will use the Cowboys 
vs. Broncos game on Nov. 7 to 
launch the national MOHM 
fundraising effort with help from 

Six months later he was pro-
moted to Stadium Operations 
Manager. [John Williams] 
has been with the Club for 4 
seasons. John's list of deploy-
ments includes Bosnia, Iraq 
(3 tours) and Afghanistan (2 
tours). His last duty station 
was in the 101st Airborne Di-
vision Air Assault Unit at 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He 
has been stationed for duty at 
six different U.S. Military in-
stallations throughout the 
world during his distin-
guished career of service to 
his country (Korea, Germany, 
Washington, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, New Jersey) John is a 
decorated military veteran 
whose badges, decorations 
and medals include: Bronze 
Star; Army Commendation 
Medal (6 awards)... 

 

Memphian Davis Robert stands out 
as a member of the Golden Dragons 
of Strike Fighter Squadron 192

Please see sports page 3


